
Page  of 1 7

Cursillo School of Leaders Technique Presentation Year 1, #1 
History and Purpose of the Cursillo Movement 

Reading: Leaders’ Manual, chapters 1 and 2 
                                 Fundamental Ideas pages 19-25; pages 51-62 

I. Why and how the Cursillo Movement began in Spain 

A. Spanish Civil War, 1936-1939 

1. Religious Catholics vs. Political Catholics 

2. Included anticlerical persecution 

a) 4,184 diocesan priests and seminarians, 2,365 religious priests, and 283 nuns 

were killed 

B. Eduardo Bonín 

1. Read Pope Pius XII’s February 6, 1940 address calling Church leaders to bring 

people back to living a Christian life 

a) Wrote the first script for Study of the Environment 

2. In 1943 attended the 2nd Cursillos of Pilgrim Leaders 

a) Week-long course to prepare people to be leaders on the Santiago de Compostela 

Pilgrimage 

b) This was a life-changing event for him, and led him to the conclusion that similar 

courses were needed for everyone, not just pilgrimage leaders 

3. The first Cursillo, August 20-23, 1944 

a) Purpose: both to bring distant Christians back to the Church, and to revitalize 

those closest to God 

b) Was originally part of Catholic Action in Spain 

4. 1948 the Spiritual Retreat portion became part of Cursillo (Fr. Juan Capó) 

5. By 1949 Ultreya and School of Leaders came into existence 

a) People meeting to encourage and support each other in the Christian pilgrimage 

6. 1954 first diocesan Secretariat for Cursillos was is established and Cursillo becomes 

a separate entity from Catholic Action 
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C. Spreading of the Cursillo Movement (it is a worldwide movement, here we focus on how 

it spread to the United States) 

1. Cursillo in the U.S. 

a) 1st one was Waco, TX, 1957—brought there by 2 Spanish airmen and a priest 

b) By 1959, eighteen Cursillos had been held in Waco 

c) 1959 Cursillo spreads throughout Texas and into Arizona 

d) 1960 Cursillo appears in Ohio and New York City 

e) 1961 Cursillo is held in English for the first time (was always in Spanish until 

then) 

(1) California, Indiana, Michigan, New Mexico 

f) 1962 Cursillo spreads to Cincinnati, Brooklyn, Saginaw, Miami, Chicago, 

Detroit, Newark, Baltimore, Grand Rapids, Kansas City, Boston, Monterey, 

Sacramento, Los Angeles, Pueblo, and Yakima 

g) US National Secretariat formed in 1965 

h) By 1981 almost every diocese in the US had introduced the Cursillo Movement 

II. The Purpose of the Cursillo Movement 

A. Mentality of the founders 

1. Problem 

a) Baptized people unaware of the grace of God, creating a world in which 

Christians don’t know how to live as Christians 

b) Lay people who wanted to help save souls: 

(1) Found themselves too easily absorbed by the corrupt environments in which 

man lives 

(2) Found existing associations lacking in the sense that they seemed to be for the 

already good people 

2. Solution 

a) Transform the environments 

(1) Vertebrae (give a backbone to) communities, making them Christian from 

within 
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(2) Awaken the hunger for God 

(3) Choose the best individuals and have them return to their environments as 

Christians 

(4) Emphasize being Christian, not just “doing Christian things” 

(5) Apostolic movement based on the associated strength of friendship 

3. Summary of the mentality of Cursillo 

a) Proclaiming the best news of the best reality: that God, in Jesus Christ loves us 

b) Communicated by the best means, which is friendship 

c) Aimed at the best in a person 

(1) The capacity for conviction, decision, and constancy 

B. The Vision of the Cursillo Movement: Pastoral Response to a De-Christianized World 

1. Evangelization as mission, as opposed to a pastoral preoccupation with maintaining 

the status quo 

2. An awakening of hunger for God 

3. A preaching aimed at conversion, which would call for a kerygmatic approach rather 

than a merely apologetical or catechetical one—an approach that could convey the 

dynamic and jubilant proclamation of what is fundamental for being Christian in the 

form of living witness 

4. A vision of the Church as universal sacrament of salvation, and not as an institution 

of and for the privileged, enabling the privileged to save themselves 

5. A Vision of the Christian as apostle, such that the apostolic enterprise would be seen 

not as something over and above Christian life, but rather as something intrinsic to it

—a natural consequence of being Christian 

6. A vision of the world, not as enemy of the soul, but rather as a community of persons 

God wants to redeem 

C. The Essence of Cursillo: Method and Movement 

1. Cursillo is a method to enable the baptized to have the knowledge and conviction to 

live and share what is fundamental for being Christian, to love God and neighbor 
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2. Cursillo is a movement designed to vertebrae Christianity in society (give society a 

Christian backbone) 

a) This is done by selecting the persons who are vertebrae in their own 

environments, so that they may live a Christian life and ferment their 

environments from within 

D. The Purpose of Cursillo 

1. Immediate purpose 

a) Provide a foundation so that people may live what is fundamental for being 

Christian—love of God and love of neighbor 

(1) Experienced through 3 essential encounters 

(a) With oneself 

(b) With Christ 

(c) With others 

2. Ultimate Purpose 

a) To give a Christian backbone to society by living what is fundamental for being 

Christian: love of God and of neighbor, while strengthening the encounter with 

self, Christ, and others 

b) The goal of Cursillo is not preaching  the Good News, but being the good news 

(1) In a natural way, our actions will become evangelical in our daily lives 

(a) Family, neighborhood, workplace, social life, etc. 

3. The same purpose which is the purpose of the whole Church: Evangelization 

a) The immediate purpose of evangelization is conversion 

(1) A renewal of mind, a constant search for Christ, and a generous and always 

alert surrender to him 

b) Particular difficulties contemporary people have in accepting the Gospel: 

(1) Secularism 

(2) Economic complacency 

(3) Consumerism 

(4) Technology and science placed above God 
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(5) Exaltation of human beings above God 

(6) Religious indifference 

(7) Situations of poverty and suffering which the world ignores 

(8) Ideologies 

(9) Multiplication of religious sects 

(10)Parents’ neglect in forming their children in faith 

(11)Inadequate presentation of the faith on the part of the Church 

(12)Political manipulation of the Gospel message 

(13)Bad example of many Christians 

E. What is fundamental for being Christian?  

1. Living a life of union with God in Christ 

a) Pope Pius XII: “It is not enough to be counted in the Church of Christ, it is 

necessary to be in spirit and a true living member of this Church…” 

2. Working to bring others to the same living union with God in Christ 

3. Summarized in 2 basic concepts: truth and life 

a) Truth 

(1) God the Father loves mankind and loves the world 

(2) God the Father loves me personally 

(3) God the Father is present in Christ, who is the sacrament of the Father 

(a) Jesus Christ makes the Father visible and palpable with his infinite love 

among men. He is Lord and Savior, Friend and Brother 

(4) The actions of the Holy Spirit make Christ always present in our lives 

(5) The Church is the sacrament of Christ; it is the community of salvation and 

the saved, with the specific mission of saving others 

(6) We live by Grace: the living presence of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

within us 

b) Life (what our spiritual life consists of) 

(1) Love of God, who loved us first 

(2) Love of neighbor 
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(3) Love the world because God loves it 

(4) Living communion with God 

(5) Our spiritual life began at Baptism, when we first received Grace 

(6) Each of us lives it out in our own unique capacity for conviction and 

decisions 

F. Why does School of Leaders exist? 

1. To provide a place for continual growth and understanding of the Church and the 

Movement for those Cursillistas that have chosen the Cursillo Movement as their 

own vocation. These Cursillistas are known as “Cursillo Leaders.” 

2. One is not a leader because he belongs to the School; rather he belongs to the School 

because he/she is a leader of Christianity 

3. School of Leaders also exists to serve the Ultreyas 

Discussion Questions 

1. Based on the history of the growth and spread of the Cursillo Movement, how do you think 

the Holy Spirit may have been at work in the process of Cursillo’s coming into existence? 

2. One of the fundamental insights at work in the founding of the Cursillo Movement was 

identifying the widespread problem of baptized Christians being unaware of the Grace of 

God and therefore not knowing how to live as Christians. Do you think this problem still 

exists today? Has it become better or worse? Was there a point in your own life when you 

were also unfamiliar with the Grace of God? 

3. The Cursillo Movement aims to give a Christian backbone to the environments in which  

    ordinary Christians live. What is your understanding of what Cursillo means by the term  

    “environment”? What are some examples of your own environments? How might those  

     environments be made more Christian? 
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4. We live in the reality of a de-christianized world. What has been your response to that reality?  

    How might your response need to change in order to become more like the vision of  

    Cursillo? 

5. What does evangelization mean to you? Do you think of yourself as having a part to play in  

     proclaiming the Gospel to the world and saving souls? 

     


